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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Youth Minister Marcel Danis met today in Ottawa with a 
group of young people from across Canada at the first 
national stakeholder forum held as part of the 


Stay-in-School initiative. 


"Since the federal Stay-in-School initiative 
was announced last February, we have been recruiting 
stakeholders from business, labour, education and youth 
to help reduce the 30 per cent dropout rate in Canadian 
high schools," the Minister told the 40 youth forum 


participants, aged 14 to 22. 


"T am also pleased that the Stay-in-School 
initiative is now operational across the country 
through Employment and Immigration Canada's regional 


offices," the Minister added. 
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The 40 young people, many of whom had dropped 
out of school and then returned, were recruited from as 
far away as Ellesmere Island in the north, ina 
cross-Canada search for youth stakeholders. They spent 
two-and-a-half days discussing -- from a youth 
perspective -- how young people can be motivated to 
finish high school. 


Mr. Danis told the young people they were 
selected because "we want you to help other young 
people win their struggle to stay in school." 


In the past few months, there have been a 
number of activities undertaken in support of the 
Stay-in-School initiative. They include, among other 
things, a major business-education conference, a new 
research and development project in the area of career 
counselling, and the development of a new program 
option to fund school retention projects. 


In the next few months, the Youth Minister 
will hold round-table discussions with others drawn 
from a range of interest groups including aboriginals, 
professional youth workers and ethnic minorities, as 
well as business and labour. The Minister hopes to 
mobilize these stakeholders to take part ina 
$296.4 million initiative during the next four years to 


help reduce the dropout problem in Canada. 


"To implement our Stay-in-School strategy, we 
are asking stakeholders like yourselves to come to the 
table and help us find out what young people need to 
stay in school, and what each of us can do," said the 


Minister. 


Stay-in-School is a multi-facetted initiative 
spearheaded by the federal government designed to 
invite collective national and community efforts to 
develop solutions to the dropout problem, while 
recognizing the provinces' fundamental responsibility 
for education. The initiative includes three 
components: labour market programs and services for 
at-risk youth; mobilization of stakeholders to develop 
solutions and public awareness and information material 
and activities. The attached backgrounder outlines the 
major activities and aspects of the initiative in more 
detail. 
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For information: 


Micheline Racette 
Minister's Office 
(819) 994-2424 


Johanne Bélisle 
Public Affairs 
(38259) 994—4715 
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in 2024 with funding from 
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Backgrounder: Stay-in-School Initiative 


Every year, 100,000 young Canadians leave high school before they 
graduate. If the current dropout rate of 30 percent continues, 
by the year 2000 as many as one million under-educated, untrained 
youth will have come onto the labour market. 


Consider the consequences. If young people continue to leave 
high school at this rate, the loss of human potential will be 
incalculable. So too will the social costs resulting from 
unemployment, illiteracy and poverty. With industry's skill 
demands constantly rising, an under-educated workforce will mean 
a loss of productivity that the Canadian economy cannot afford 
now or in the future. 


The federal government wants to ensure that tomorrow's workforce 
acquires the skills necessary to meet the future demands of the 
Canadian labour market. 


In February 1990, the Government of Canada announced a $296.4 
million four-year Stay-in-School Initiative to reduce the 

30 percent dropout rate in Canadian high schools. The initiative 
is designed to invite collective national and community efforts 
to deal with the dropout problem, while recognizing the 
provinces! fundamental responsibility for education. The 
initiative is being administered by Employment and Immigration 
Canada under the auspices of the Minister of State for Youth, 
Marcel Danis. 


The Stay-In-School Initiative has three interrelated and 
interdependent components: 


e expansion of existing labour market programs and services 
and development of new ones designed to help young people 
who are most at risk of dropping out; 


e mobilization of stakeholders including business, labour, 
education, social workers, parents and young people 
themselves to get actively involved in finding solutions to 
the problem; and 


r increasing public awareness through the provision of 
information to youth, their parents and the public about the 
dropout situation in Canada, the consequences of dropping 
out and the realities of the labour market. 


Since last February, there have been a number of activities. 
They include: 


r In April 1990, the federal government was a major sponsor of 
the Conference Board of Canada's first-ever national 
conference on business-education partnerships. It was 
attended by more than 400 senior executives from business, 
labour and education, as well as representatives of 
government, community groups and youth. 


e In August 1990, Minister Danis announced federal government 
funding of $7.4 million to support research and development 
into new career counselling methods and counsellor training 
programs. Spearheaded by the Canadian Guidance and 
Counselling Foundation, the CAMCRY project also involves 
partners such as universities, colleges, provincial 
governments and the private sector. Joint projects worth a 
total of $8 million have been approved to date. Four 
"Centres for the Advancement of Career Counselling" have 
also been established at the University of Victoria, Queen's 
University in Kingston, Ontario, Laval University in 
Ste. Foy, Québec and Memorial University in St. John's, 
Newfoundland. 


6 In October 1990, a new program option was implemented under 
the Stay-in-School Initiative. The START option allows 
qualified organizations to obtain funding support for a 
variety of interventions aimed at at-risk youth. It is 
funded under the Job Entry program of the Canadian Jobs 
Strategy, and is administered via EIC regional offices in 
each province. 


& EIC regional officials have also been holding discussions 
with provincial education officials to discuss priorities 
and target groups in each province and to better harmonize 
efforts to reduce the dropout rate. 


r Career information material specially designed for potential 
early school leavers is currently being developed by EIC, 
in consultation with provincial and territorial ministries 
of education. A major meeting in Ottawa in June 1990 
included representatives from six professional associations 
and career guidance officials from federal, provincial and 
territorial ministries. The participants discussed ways to 
make the national Stay-in-School Initiative as effective as 
possible by discussing projects in the area of career 
information. 


The three components of the Stay-in-School Initiative are 
explained in more detail below. 


I: PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 


START Option 


This new option was developed for the Stay-in-School Initiative. 
It allows qualified organizations to obtain funding support for a 
variety of labour market programs designed to prevent high school 
students from dropping out. It is funded under the Job Entry 
program of the Canadian Jobs Strategy. The types of initiatives 
and projects which may be funded under this option include: 


e Early identification includes the development and use of 
research instruments and methods that help to identify young 
people who are most likely to drop out of school. 


® Career assessment refers to techniques which use a simulated 
work environment and interest and aptitude tests to construct an 
"at risk" student's career profile. 


° Information projects facilitate access to information and 
materials on occupations, careers and the labour market to school 
guidance counsellors. 


a Support services for "at risk" students include mentoring, 
adopt-a-school and guidance counselling support projects. 


® Work exposure projects expose youth to real-life work 
situations through techniques such as work observation, job 
shadowing, work simulation and work experience. 


6 Other projects complementing school efforts provide programs 
and services outside the existing school system designed for 
potential dropouts living in isolated communities. 


Programs and Services complementing Stay-in-School 


Other existing EIC programs and services can be used to address 
the dropout problem: 


Work Orientation Workshops (WOW) were first introduced in 1985. 
They combine workshop sessions with practical on-the-job 
experience, providing recent and potential dropouts with guidance 
and information about their future education and labour market 
options. 


Co-operative Education offers a combination of work-study 
experience for secondary and post-secondary students. It helps 
students develop career plans and eases their transition from 
school to work. Students acquire experience while employers 
benefit from fresh ideas and have the opportunity to evaluate 
potential future full time employees. 


Canada Career Week is a national event designed to keep young 
people informed about their career and employment options. Every 
year, in the first week of November, Canada Employment Centres, 
schools, provincial education officials and employers across the 
country come together to sponsor a variety of activities, 
including job fairs, information booths and job awareness 
sessions. 


Il: MOBILIZATION OF STAKEHOLDERS 


Initiating and expanding labour market programs and services is 
just one way of encouraging young people to stay in school. 
Finding solutions to the dropout problem will require the 
collaborative efforts of many different groups at the national, 
regional and local levels. 


Over the next four years, the federal government — in 
consultation with provincial and territorial officials — will be 
working closely with business, labour, educators, social service 
agencies, parents and students to help improve the crucial links 
between education and the labour market, and to encourage young 
people to stay in school. 


The federal government has a unique role to play in encouraging 
community-based action and involvement. For example, Employment 
and Immigration Canada is working closely with educators and 
representatives of the local business community to stimulate 
discussions about the dropout problem and what can be done to 
reduce it. We are also making available a wide variety of 
support materials to assist local groups in planning and carrying 
out conferences, presentations and workshops on the issue. 


ili: PUBLIC AWARENESS 


All Canadians need to become more informed about the dropout 
problem and its consequences — for themselves, for their children 
and for the economy as a whole. 


With this in mind, the federal government is developing a multi- 
faceted national information and awareness campaign aimed at 
young people, their parents, businesses, educators, community 
groups and the general public. The campaign is designed to: 


° raise Canadians' awareness of the dropout problem and its 
consequences; 

e promote a culture which encourages young people to stay in 
school; 

r recognize, encourage and support community, private and 
public sector activities undertaken to reduce the dropout 
problem. 
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